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La sepoltura di un macaco

Claudia Minitti e Seyyed Mansur Seyyed Sajjadi

Shahr-iSokhta (Iran) was animportanturban settlement in the Near East between the end of
the fourth millennium and the beginning of the second millennium BC. It entertained trade
and cultural relations with ancient sites and cultures on the Indus Plain, southern shores
of the Persian Gulf, Southwest Iran, and Central Asia. The recent discovery of a rhesus
macaque (Macaca mulatta) burial in the cemetery of site shed new light on the exploitation
of monkeys in antiquity. A young rhesus macaque—around 5 years old at death was buried
in the necropolis according to the same funerary practices used for human infants. The
monkeywas buried in a simple pit, together with an unpainted pear-shaped beaker. Both
its femurs were pathological, due to a sort of dystrophic calcification of the tendon or
muscle insertion, that may suggest the macaque was kept in captivity and died due to
physical stress. No non-human primate species is native of Iran; rhesus macaques inhabit
parts of southern and south-eastern regions of Central Asia. A possible provenance from
the Indus valley of the macaque found at Shahr-i Sokhta can be hypothesized. Although
findings of monkey remains are rare, iconographic and written sources widely testify that
non-human primates were imported to the Near East in the fourth to second millennium
BC as luxury animals and symbols of power, often as gifis for the elite. This discovery
represents one of the earliest examples of mon- keys being kept as pets.

Un giovane macaco reso di ca. 5 anni ¢ stato sepolto nella necropoli di Shahr-i Soktha
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all’interno di una fossa semplice, in accordo alla tipologia di struttura usata per le sepolture
di infanti. Aveva entrambi i femori patologici, probabilmente a causa di una distrofia
muscolare o del tendine che suggerisce lo stato di cattivita dell’animale. Nessuna specie
di primati non umani ¢ originaria del territorio di Shahr-i Sokhta. I macachi resi abitano i
paesi meridionali e sudorientali dell'Asia centrale, situati piu a est del Sistan-Baluchistan.
Una possibile provenienza del macaco trovato a Shahr-i Sokhta dalla valle dell'Indo puo
essere facilmente ipotizzata. Diversi reperti provenienti dal sito documentano contatti che
hanno coinvolto le culture di Oxus, Jiroft, Helmand e Indus nel IIT millennio a.C. Sebbene
ritrovamenti di resti ossei di macachi siano rari nel Vicino e Medio Oriente, evidenze
iconografiche e scritte documentano come scimmie e macachi fossero importanti nel I'V-
IIT millennio a.C.come animali esotici e quindi rari e simbolo di prestigio, spesso doni
per i reali.
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pelvis a. S m. 5-6 m. X
humerus d. 14-22 m. 22-35m. X
radius p. 39-51 m. 49-65 m. X
ulna p. 39-51 m. 39-65 m. X
femur p. 39-51 m. 49-52 m. X
tibia p. 49-56 m. 63-75 m. X
tibia d. 49-56 m. 56-65 m. X
femur d. 58-72 m. 63-78 m. X
humerus p. 63-74 m. 72-82 m. X
ulna d. 63-76 m. 63-78 m. X
radius d. 64-74 m. 72-82 m. X

(Cheverud, 1981 (slaauasLis (wlwl 1) ole =m 4isgus dis gy Sl OIS (53509 ,u S0313.Y Jga

Olas Ege S 035 O 03) O

M, 14-15m. | 14-18 m. X

I 25-28m. | 25-35m. X

1, 2528 m. | 35-36m. X

M, 36-38m. | 37-40m. X

C 47m, 63-68 m. 033 05 s Lo 5
P, 41-47m. | 46-52m. X

P, 41-49m. | 41-42m, X

M, 68-74 m. 63-77 m. X
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Navan Fort, Arma- Ireland Iron Age Napier - Jenkins Barbary ape
gh 1997 skull
Titelberg Luxemburg | Iron Age Napier - Jenkins Barbary ape
1997 remains
Cutry in Meur- France Roman Gerber - Baudry - | Barbary ape
the-et-Moselle Dautry 2012 remains
Cataractonium | United King- | Roman Hodgson 2002 Barbary ape
dom skull
Rainau-Buch Germany Roman Green 2018 Barbary ape
remains
Lemonum France Roman Gerber - Baudry - | Barbary ape
Dautry 2012 adult skeleton
Terme del Sarno, Italy Roman Bailey et al. 1999 | Barbary ape
Pompeii young skeleton
Le Clos de la France Roman Gerber - Baudry- Barbary ape
Lombarde Dautry 2012 skeleton
Durocobrivis United King- | Roman Schneider 1992 Barbary ape
dom young skeleton
Viroconium Cor- | United King- | Late Antig- Green 2018 Barbary ape
noviorum dom uity first phalanx
Tulia Libica Spain Late Antig- | Olesti ef al. 2013 Barbary ape
uity skeleton with
military orna-
ments
London - Friars’ | United King- | Middle Pipe 1992 Barbary ape
Street dom Ages skeleton
Arrickfergus Ireland Middle McCormick 1991 Barbary ape
Ages skeleton
Cuckoo Lane United King- | Middle Noddle 1975 Barbary ape
dom Ages skull and

clavicle
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Hitzacker Germany Middle Green 2018 Barbary ape
Ages remains
Rurikovo Goro- Russia Middle Brisbane et al. Barbary ape
dische Ages 2007 adult skull
Leiden Netherlands Middle | van Wij ngaarden - | Cercopithecus
Ages Bakker 1980 skull
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